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"WHAT ARE YOU WAITING FOR?” 


"Thank God our time is now when wrong comes up 
to meet us everywhere, never to leave us till we 
take the longest stride of soul mam ever took. 
MAffairs are now soul size. The enterprise is ex- 
b>Loration into God. What are you waiting for? It 
takes so many thousand years to wake. But you will 
wake, for pity’s sake." 


-- Christopher Fry in The Sleep 
of Prisoners 


OBERLIN - FAITH AND ORDER 


Full reports of the Conference on Faith and 
order in Oberlin, September 3-10, 1957 will be re- 
teased early in 1958. These reports will be 
richly rewarding to all who are interested in the 
nity, mission, and health of the Church. They 
will convey the "findings" of some 500 delegates, 
sonsultants, and observers, and others from thirty- 
zine Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches in 
the United States and Canada. It is hoped that 
they will convey also something of the spirit of 
penitence, concern, understanding, resolve, and 
hope which characterized as rich a Christian fel- 
lowship as some of us have ever been privileged to 
experience. The reports will be available from 
the World Council of Churches office at 156 Fifth 
Mivenue, New York 10, N.Y. The Conference was spon- 
ssored by the World Council, The National Council 
of Churches in the U.S.A., and the Canadian Council 
of Churches. 


GOING TO GHANA 


By Christmas, 1957, delegates, consultants, 
observers, and accredited visitors from over forty 
4ifferent nations will be moving in the direction 
bf the University College at Achimota, near Accra, 
Shana, to attend the Assembly of the International 
Missionary Council, December 28, 1957 to January 
iB, 1958. This Assembly will deal with crucial 
issues within the world mission of the Church. 


December, 1957 


Some of the set themes are: The Christian Witness 


Non-Christian Religions, The Place and Function of 
the Missionary, and What Does "Partnership in __ 
Qbedience” Mean? Others, perhaps some even more 
important than any of these, will arise out of the 
meeting itself in which through periods of prayer 
and worship as well as in discussion the delegates 
will seek to hear what the Holy Spirit would say 
to the churches in this eventful hour of the 
world’s history. 


THE ALL-AFRICA CHURCH CONFERENCE 


The I.M.C. Ghana Assembly will be followed by 
the first All-Africa inter-denominational confer- 
ence ever projected. This will be in Ibaian, 
Nigeria, January 10-20, 1958. Representative 
Christian leaders from almost all African states 
and territories will be in attendance. A few lead- 
ers from other lands will go from Ghana to Ibajan 
and by their very presence help the African Chris- 
tians to realize that they are members of a world 
Christian fellowship in service to one Lord. Some 
of the African men and women delegates to this 
Conference will have participated in a preceding 
Consultation in Ibadan on themes having to do with 
Christian men and women in home, school, church, 
and society in Africa today. Readers of this 
Newsletter are urged to pray for these three 
highly potential meetings in Africa. 


CHRISTIANS AND COMMUNISM IN CHINA 


Professor Walter Freytag of Hamburg, Germany, 
has an interesting article in the October, 1957 
issue of The International Review of Missions. 
He calls it Meeting Christians in China. Profes- 
sor Freytag went to China at the invitation of the 
Chinese Christians. In reporting his visit, he 
does not "venture a judgment on the total situa- 
tion." He is even tentative in his judgment with 
respect to Christians and the Church. But these 


reservations make all the more credible and sig- 
nificant the things he does say. Some of these 
things are: "One sees people going to church... 
One sees some splendid churches...One encounters 


at once very widespread praise for the Government.” 


He quotes one Christian as saying "Only one thing 
you must not say of us, that we have betrayed our 
Lord." He found "next to no theological justi- 
fication and support for the present system." 
Again, "Christians know that they are clearly 
separated from the godlessness of Communism. They 
cannot at the same time be Party members and be- 
long to the Church." "One constantly sees Chris- 
tians quite naturally saying Grace before a meal 
in public, and in that way, at congresses, ‘they 
recognize one another by chance as Christians." 
He concludes with such words as these: "We must 
keep our fellowship with Christianity in China 
free from our political interests." We must 
"refrain from setting ourselves up as judges" of 
Chinese Christians..."We must not isolate them." 
We must pray for them and specially, at their 
specific request, "that the Gospel shall grow _ 
in-Ching."% 


"LET HIM WHO 1S WITHOUT Sia 


The International Revit ew Agog Mi ssions, “Octeber 
1957, in reviewing an anthropological study by Jean 
Guiart of a mission in the New Hebrides quotes _ 
some choice lines from an African's accusation of 
missionary "apartheid" or segregation: "Which way 
missionary e no stop with em you me long one 
table. Him e preach Jesus e say love one another, 
e preach e no do it. ...School e > true. Jesus e 
kaikai (-'ate') one place, e Stsen' one place with 
em elgeta ('all together'). 
no more e no ) do en! (p. 168). 


Missionary e tell em 
\.. 


JAPAN TESTS 1.C.U. GRADUATES a5 
Internat ional Christian University’ s first — 
graduating class - 165 men and women - petdved” 
bachelor degrees in March, 1957. They | went out 
to compete with the graduates of some 227 other 
universities in Japm - universities which en- 
roll over a half million students. I. on U.'s 
graduates had received a "general" or "liberal" 
education as opposed to the highly specialized 
training given in the other institutions. 
they fare? The figures which comprise the answer 


to this question are eloquent, decisive, and highly © 


significant. Fourteen newspapers, banks, trading 
and construction companies, and other enterprises 
gave tests for possible placement to 13,117 uni- 
versity graduates. Among these were 104 of the 
165 I.C.U graduates. Out of the over 13,000 
tested, only 447 were employed. Among these 447 
were 104 (100% of those taking the examination) 
I.C.U. graduates! No wonder that the I.C.U. 
authorities are saying "The proof of the pudding 
is the eating." 
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Nationals, 17 Americans, 10 Britishers, 2 Cana- 
dians, and 1, 3, and 1 respectively from Norway, 
Sweden, and Switzerland. The executive secretary, 
.E. W. Oliver, in his annual report says: "Right 
from the beginning, there was insistence upon 
Nepali leadership, and it is encouraging to find 
all the Western workers willing to abide reso- 
lutely by this insistence." 


W.C.C. BASIS OF MEMBERSHIP 


The present basis of membership in the World 
|Council of Churches is stated as follows: “The 
World Council of Churches is a fellowship of 
churches which accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
| and Saviour.” For several years, some friends of 
|the Council have been advocating an amplification 
|of this basis. The following expansion has now 

| been officially submitted to the member churches 
|for comments: "The World Council of Churches is a 
\fellowship of Churches which, in accordace with 


|Holy Scripture,confess our Lord Jesus Christ as the 


Son of God who was made man for our salvation, in 
\whom the Father was revealed, and to whom the Holy 


|Spirit bears witness guiding us into all the truth." 


| The number and nature of the comments will deter- 
mine whether or not a proposal will be made to the 
|W.C.C, Third Assembly "to amend along these lines 


| Article 1 of the Constitution." 


JEWS AND JESUS 


Professor H. Bergema in an opening address to 
(a meeting of the International Committee on the 
(Christian Approach to the Jews, at Baarn, Holland, 
-in June, 1957, said: "Between Christianity and 


‘still Jesus whom the Jews must accept or reject, 
(and not as a famous Jewish rabbi, or as a prophet, 
(but as the promised Messiah. Many modern Jews may 
‘speak of Him in flattering terms and accept Him as 
(one of the great teachers of mankind, but the gulf 
[between them and the Gospel remains practically as 
\Wide as that which must be crossed by the most 


(Christians felt no need to justify missions to the 
‘Jews. They took for granted that the Messiah was 
‘sent to Israel, and that the Gospel of His coming 
«must be preached in Israel first of all. It was 
{the mission to the Gentiles that constituted the 
‘mew problem. They required convincing proof of 
ithe guidance of the Holy Spirit before they could 
‘recognize the extension of the Kingdom beyond the 
tborders of Israel. It is, therefore,'a strange 


treversal of the natural order of Christian strategy' 


when 'the vineyard of Israel becomes a neglected 
(field', and when a special case has to be made out 
{for missions to the Jews." 


| Judaism stands Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It is 


‘orthodox Jew who rejects Him entirely. ...The early 


BOOK NOTICES 


by Albert C. Outler; Oxford University Press, N.Y. 
1957; $3.25. The author goes behind the separate 
histories of the divided churches to the tradition 
common to them all in God's self-giving in Christ. 
In that then and there which becomes the here and 
now by the power of the Holy Spirit for all who 
believe comes the realization of a unity we now 
have and the ground of hope for a more manifest 
unity yet to come. Se hea 

The Coming World Civilization, by William 
Ernest Hocking; Harper and Brothers, N.Y., 1956. 
Dr. Hocking, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at 
Harvard, gives us in this book the "Conspectus of 
my life’s thinking" on history, education, politics, 
and religion. It is realism that goes beyond--even 
if through--despair to hope about civilization 
itself. 

Ecumenical Foundations, by Wm. Richey Hogg; 
$3.00. This book, published in 1952 by Harper and 
Brothers, is still the basic book on the ecumenical 
movement. Copies available from the International 
Missionary Council, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, 
New York. 

Light in a Dark World, by Jesse R. Wilson; 
Grand Rapids International Publications, 521 
Eastern Avenue, S.E., Grand Rapids, Michigan; 1957; 
80 pages with pictures; $1.50. (Chapter healings: 
Lights Along Life's Way, Things That Make for 
Darkness, The Light of Life, Torch Bearers. One 
critic says: "These little pieces are like gems 
against black velvet." 


AFRICAN-AMERICAN RELATIONS 


The African-American Institute in November made 
a grant of $5,000 to the I.M.C. Africa Conferences 
Fund, the goal of which is $100,000. This Insti- 
tute was established in 1953 as a private, non- 
profit organization to foster "closer relations 
between the peoples of Africa and the United 
States of America." Dr. Emory Ross, President, 
Phelps-Stokes Fund, is the Institute's Board 
President. The headquarters office of the Insti- 
tute is at 1234 - 20th Street, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. The monthly magazine of the Institute is 
called AFRICA SPECIAL REPORT. 


PRINCETON MEETING OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


The I.M.C. North American Advisory Committee 
met at Princeton Theological Seminary, Princeton, 
N.J., November 8 and 9. Wilbert B. Smith of Wil- 
mington wrote on November ll: "Mr. Cary thinks 
this was the best of our meetings, and I agree." 
Several others have said the same thing. The fol- 
lowing people were present: Mr. ond Mrs. Charles 
Cary, (Mr. Cary is Chairman of the Committee), 

Dr. George W. Carpenter, Dr. and Mrs. Dumont 
Clarke, Dr. andMrs. J.W. Decker, the Rev. David H. 
Gallagher, Miss Pauline Heppe, Mrs. John Holler, 
Dr. Herbert C. Jackson, Mr. and Mrs. Norwood L. 
Jones, Miss Sarah Lyon, Dr. Roberta Ma, Mr.Lawrence 
J. MacGregor (Treasurer), Dr. and Mrs. Louis Pitt, 
Canon H.L. Puxley, Mrs. Arthur Sherman, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilbert B. Smith, Dr. Robert R. Williams, 

Dr. Glora M. Wysner, and Dr. and Mrs. Jesse R. 
Wilson. The whole membership of the Advisory 
Committee includes forty-five names. I.M.C. 
Secretaries rejoice that from time to time they 
can report to this Committee, seek its counsel, 
and lean heavily upon it for commending the I.M.C. 
work and financial needs to others. 
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World Associates Newsletter is a publi- 
cation of the International Missionary 
Council of which Dr. Charles W. Ranson is 
the General Secretary. 

It appears four times a year - March, 
June, September, and December. It is sent 
chiefly to those who are listed as World 
Associates of the Council and to some 
others. There is no subscription rate. 
If interested, write to Jesse R. Wilson, 
Secretary of the Council and Editor of 
the Newsletter. 


